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Outline 

► Fascistisation of  Italian eugenics (1927-1930) 

 Alliance between fascist natalist population policy (Discorso dell’Ascensione, May 
1927) and Catholic morals (encyclical Casti Connubii, December 1930). 

  

 The Italian Society for Genetics and Eugenics (SIGE) mirrored this ideological 
and political fusion:  

 president Corrado Gini; vice-president, Agostino Gemelli. 

 

► Theoretical paradigm of  fascist eugenics: 

 - constitutional biotypological medicine (Nicola Pende) 

 - “regenerative” eugenics (Corrado Gini) 

 

► International level – opposition between “Latin” and “Nordic” eugenics 

 1931-1932: Exit of  SIGE from IFEO and of  CISP from IUSIPP 

 1933: Criticism against Nazi Germany eugenics 

 1935: Constitution of  the Latin Federation of  Eugenic Societies. 
 

 



1. Fascist pronatalist population policy 

(1927) 

Corrado Gini and Italian 
eugenics: 

 

President of  the National Institute 
of  Statistics (ISTAT) 

1926-1932 

 

President of  the Italian 
Committee for the Study of  
Population (CISP) 

1928-1965 

 

President of  the Italian Society 
for Genetics and Eugenics 
(SIGE) 

1924-1965 

 14 July 1926: Inauguration of  ISTAT 

(From left to right: Gini, Mussolini, Turati) 
 Gini’s influence on 1927 launch of  

fascist pronatalist population policy 



 Catholic eugenics  

(1930-1932) 

  

Agostino Gemelli (1878-1959) 



 
 

2. Biotypology and Fascist eugenics 

Nicola Pende and the Orthogenetic Biotypological Institute  

(1926-1943) 



The Italian school of  constitutional medicine  

► Italian school of  constitutional 

medicine: 

 Achille De Giovanni in Padua 

 Giacinto Viola in Bologna 

 

► De Giovanni’s biotypes: 

 - brevilinear  

 - normal 

 - longilinear 

 

► Viola’s morphogenetic law: 

 - brevilinear and 

‘megalosplancnic’ type 

 - longilinear and ‘microsplancnic’ 

type 

 

 

 

 

Achille De Giovanni 

(1838-1916) 

Giacinto Viola 

(1870-1943) 





Nicola Pende (1880-1970) 

 

“Constitutional endocrinology” 

1912-1916 

 

Pende’s morphogenetic “law”: 

two endocrinological constellations 

 
 “As in the case of  so many of  the 

cardinal ideas of  the sciences, it was as if  

a solution was waiting for some particle 

of  disturbance to permit a great 

crystallization. Many minds all over the 

world were affected by the great 

conception of  an endocrine-chemical 

determination of  the anatomic and 

functional properties of  human being” 

 (L. Berman, Anthropology and the 
Endocrine Glands, The Scientific 

Monthly, August 1925) 



Two different endocrinological, morphological, physiological and psychological 

“constellations” (Pende, 1912) 



► ‘hyper-anabolic’ biotype  

  

 brevilinear morphology,  

 bradypragic (sthenic) physiology 

 bradypsychic character  

 analytical intelligence 

 

► ‘hyper-catabolic’ biotype 

  

 longilinear morphology 

 tachypragic (hypo-sthenic) physiology 

 tachypsychic character 

 synthetic intelligence 



“Biotypology” and “orthogenesis”  



Biotypology and Fascism 

► Cultural holism and the 
fascist way to modernity 

 

► The Italian school of  
constitutional medicine as 
a national approach to 
eugenics and racism 

 

► Biotypology as a scientific 
rationale for both 
quantitative and qualitative 
population policy 

 

► Biotypology as a synthesis 
between biological 
reductionism and Catholic 
humanism 

 N. Pende, Bonifica umana razionale e biologia politica (1933) 

 The book was dedicated to Mussolini, the leader who “with the 

sound principles of  a political biology weaves a new physical, moral 

and intellectual outlook, for a new, grand Nation”.  



The Orthogenetic Biotypological Institute 

(1926-1935, Genoa; 1936-1943, Rome) 



Biotypological card - ONB 



“Orthogenesis”  

1. opotherapy and 

organotherapy 

2. surgical glandular 

transplants 

3. ultraviolet radiation 

therapy, x-ray 

therapy, Marconi 

therapy 

4. special diet, sun 

baths, idrotherapy, 

physical education 



3. “Regenerative” eugenics and population science  

Corrado Gini 

Corrado Gini (1884-1965) 

1) a neo-Lamarckian theory of  

heredity: “continuous 

reinforcement of  inherited 

diathesis over generations, in 

response to persistent 

environmenal pressures”. 

2) a biological demographic theory 

(the “cyclical evolution of  the 

nations”), based on the 

assumption of  the mutability of  

the “germinal plasm”. 

3) a theory of  race formation, based 

on three cardinal points: the 

eugenic value of  populationism; 

the renewing effect of  migrations 

and the phenomenon of  

heterosis in crossbreeding. 

  



 CISP (1927-1931) 

 Demographic and Anthropological Inquiry of  Italian large families 

1. Large family as 

fulcrum of  fascist 

population and 

eugenic policies 

 

2. Anthropological 

biotype of  

fertility 

 

 

 



CISP (1933-1938) 

Field research on “primitive populations” 

► Mexico (Aztecas, Seris, Tarascos, Coras, Huicholes, Tlapanecos, Zambos, 
Cinantecos, Zapotecos, Otomis, Mixes) (August - December, 1933) 

 570 demographic files, 1904 anthropological files, 1838 medical files 

 

► Samaritans in Palestine (May - June, 1933) 

 47 demographic files, 171 anthropological files, 171 medical files 

 

► Karaites in Poland and Lithuania (August - October, 1934) 

 175 demographic files, 549 anthropological files, 547 medical files 

 

► Dawada in Fezzan – Tripolitania (1933; January-February, 1935) 

 1098 demographic files, 425 anthropological files, 426 medical files 

 

► Bantus in Natal (1935) 

 47 demographic files, 277 anthropological files, 277 medical files 

 

► Berbers in Giado – Tripolitania (September-October 1937) 

 124 demographic files, 404 anthropological files, 362 medical files 



4. “Latin” eugenics in international arena 

CISP v. IUSIPP (1927-1931) 

World Population Conference, Geneva 1927 



5. “Latin” eugenics in international arena 

SIGE v. IFEO (1931-1932) 

 Contrast between SIGE and the 

London Bureau of  IFEO, headed by 

the secretary Cora B. S. Hodson 

 In 1928, at the IFEO meeting in 

Munich, Gini, member of  a 

commission--also comprising Fischer 

and Mjøen--for the study of  the internal 

organisation of  the IFEO, proposed the 

elimination of  the London secretary 

office, which the Italians claimed was 

only a “source of  slowness, confusion 

and misunderstanding”.  



6. Contrasts with Nazi eugenics 

(14 July 1933) 

► In September 1933, Mussolini’s newspaper “Popolo 

d’Italia” clearly indicated the directives against Nazi 

sterilization law: 

 

 “It could be that wanting to achieve qualitative 

perfection requires a series of  successive sterilization, 

which could lead to catastrophic consequences: that 

is, to the reduction of  the race to a handful of  men, 

too pure to remain men and make their living in this 

low world. Preserving the present and future health 

of  the race is a duty, more, a fundamental duty of  the 

State, this is the hinge of  fascist doctrine; but our 

methods seem more suitable to the aim” 

► The scientific community followed the indications 

of  the regime, stigmatizing the Nazi eugenic extremism 

as “barbaric” and “anti-scientific” and countering 

German “Aryan” mysticism with “Mediterranean” and 

“Latin” equilibrium.  



 In October 1933, Gemelli protested strongly 

against the instrumentalisation of  his thoughts by 

the Nazi propaganda, to make it seem as even the 

dean of  the Milan Catholic University was a 

supporter of  the July 1933 laws.  

 

 Advised of  this operation by Father Costantino 

Noppel, dean of  the German College in Rome, 

Gemelli declared that he had never approved of  the 

“infamous” German laws, and that he had always 

followed, in his role as “Catholic scientist” the 

directives of  the Holy See in the field of  eugenics. 

 

 In October 1933, a letter of  protest from Gemelli 

was published by Osservatore Romano. Gemelli 

wrote: “The fact that many times, in my eugenic 

writing, I have demonstrated the gravity of  moral 

error, not to mention biological, contained in the 

various sterilization proposals, should be enough to 

deny the affirmations [by the Germans]. A copy of  

this denial was sent to the secretary of  the Freiburg 

Caritas, in order to spread the news to German 

newspapers. 



7. The institutionalization of  “Latin” eugenics  

(1935-1937) 



Biotypology as resource for cultural Fascist diplomacy 

► France (Lyon, Nice, Paris) 

 (Loeper, Laignel-Lavastine, 
Martiny, Faure, Jeanneney) 

 

► “Nowadays the torch of  Latin 
civilization has passed in Italy’s 
hands” (A. Carrel to N. Pende, 
July 9, 1936) 

 

► Argentina - “Mussolinian 
University of  High Latin and 
Mediterranean Culture in 
Rome” (the “spiritual conquest 
of  America”) 

 

► Romania: Pende visited 
Romania at the invitation of  
the Italian Cultural Institute, 
giving lectures at the Royal 
Foundation ‘Carol I’ in 
Bucharest and at the University 
of  Cluj  

  Arturo R. Rossi Georghe Marinescu 

Alexis Carrel 
Charles A. Lindbergh 



8. 1938: the ‘Race Manifesto’ 

      



 In July 1938, the prominent journalist 

Telesio Interlandi, considered Mussolini’s 

unofficial mouthpiece, attacked Gini’s 

eugenics in the pages of  the newspaper “Il 

Tevere”.  

 

 After labelling Gini as a scholar “better 

known as a statistics expert than a pillar of  

eugenics”, Interlandi interpreted the critical 

attitude toward nazi racism, which several 

Italian scientists, symbolically represented by 

Gini, had adopted, as a “zone of  

dissidence” to be suffocated in order to 

obtain “greater political order”. 

 

 Giovanni Preziosi, one of  the most 

prominent Italian fascist anti-Semites, also 

heavily attacked Gini and his “infamous and 

antiracist eugenic Congress in Paris”, 

describing the Latin Federation of  Eugenics 

as an instrument “in the hands of  Jews and 

Masons”. 



A Boasian research model 

CISP research on the physical assimilation of  immigrants 

1. Albanian ‘ethnic islands’ in Calabria 

(August – October 1938) 

227 families in Carfizzi, S. Nicola dell’Alto       

and Caraffa 

 

2. Ligurian-Piedmontese ‘ethnic islands’ 

in Sardinia (August 1939 – April 1940) 

Carloforte e Calasetta 

 

3.  Italo-Americans in US (1934- 1955) 



 Interlandi accused Pende of  

wanting to promote anti-racism, 

or «better yet individual 

orthogenetic reclamation” 

(October 18, 1938) 









Conclusions 

► We have to consider the introduction of  the label “Latin” eugenics as a form of  
scientific, political and ideological demarcation. 

 

► Crucial role of  Corrado Gini:  

 connection between the constitution of  the Latin Federation of  Eugenic 
Societies (1935) – the natalist and neo-Lamarckian paradigm of  Italian eugenics 
since the late 1920s – the ideological, political and cultural strategies of  Italian 
Fascism on the international arena. 

 

► Influence of  Catholicism and connection with constitutionalism and 
biotypology (Nicola Pende): 

  opposition to negative eugenics + alternative model, based on natalism, medical 
constitutionalism and biotypological holism. 

 

 


